
 

 

Term 3, Week 8, 30
th

 August, 2017 

SEPTEMBER 

1 Father’s 

Day Breaky 

1 School Fete 

See you there! 

4 Yr 1 Prayer 

 Assembly 

5 Yr 1 Visiting 

 Castra 

6 Fire Education 

 Prep & Yr 2 

10 Sacrament of 

Confirmation 8am 

11 Term Awards 

Presented at 

Assembly 

11 Prep Prayer 

Assembly 

15 Last Day Term 3 

 Principal’s News 

Welcome to Week 8. As International Literacy Day is  

approaching on the 8th September, we reflect on the importance of 
reading and how we can best support our students. 
There is nothing more rewarding than to see a child read                                                             
independently and to be witness to the look of accomplishment                                                   
and pride. Reading is the greatest gift a child can be given and sadly                                                  
it does not come easy for all children. We have a strong focus on ensuring all our                  
students are supported to achieve success in reading, which is instrumental to all other 
learning areas.  

I recently read an article titled, “Parent’s guide to helping children with reading and 
writing at home” by Kaye Lowe.  It highlighted the importance of the parent and child 
connection during reading and the preparation required in reading prior to school.  

“The research is conclusive: When parents successfully support their children’s literacy learning from an 

early age, everyone benefits. When teachers and parents work together to support children’s reading 

and academic success, learning outcomes for all children improve”. This is why it is important to engage 

in reading at home. Children need to read and be read to as often as possible during the week. 

“Students who read with their parents are better prepared for school. They begin school with 

knowledge of book language and familiarity with concepts of print. They understand how books work 

and have many more exposures to text types and vocabulary” (Kaye Lowe).  

We are passionate about assisting all students to share the gift of reading and we have recently 

employed Tammie Erikson and Suzanne Leacock to support students who are challenged by reading 

and writing. They work with students independently or in small groups to enhance the development of 

student’s literacy and numeracy skills. We also have additional teacher support in all literacy blocks to 

ensure all students are given equal opportunities to achieve success. 

Welcomed into our school this week is Amanda Rofe, an experienced teacher who    

specialises in literacy and we look forward to welcoming her as part of our team and 

assisting students to develop many new skills and in particular, solid skills in literacy. 

Our Fete this Friday 1st September. 

This year at the Fete, you will have the opportunity to purchase a Father’s Day gift if you 
wish.  It will be at the same stall as the Lucky Door Prize, so come and put your name 
down and be in the chance to win $100.  

We would be grateful for volunteers to assist with the fete set up on Friday 1st and to 
help in stalls on the night. 



 

 

Principal’s News continued 

“Never see a need without doing something 

about it” 

Mary Mackillop 

God Bless, 

Tracey Gerrard  PRINCIPAL 

St Joseph’s have been blessed for a long time to have had a dedicated parent body, who have raised                            
considerable amounts of money to support our students. They have given up their time to fundraise and assist in 
the development of the school. Some of the things that the P&F do are: 

• Cook and sell chips at events like the Wondai Races, Christmas Street Carnival and Fete, including the effort 
required to set and pack up these events.  

• They cater for the Wondai Sprints which is over two days. 

• They cater for Relay for Life from Friday night until Sunday morning. 

• They attend to jobs at school to save the school money, which means the school can dedicate the saved 
money to student learning. The most recent task was the wooden fence. 

• Each year the P&F, through their dedicated fundraising, have been able to donate $10 000 to the Canberra 
trip. In other schools, this trip can cost between $800-$1000 and due to our P&F’s dedication over the last 
few years, this trip has been offered to students for less than $300. 

• We have new data projectors in classrooms and our senior block has air-conditioning, which the P&F have 
provided over the last year. 

• The selling of speedway tickets and guiding traffic. 

• The ordering and management of tuckshop. 

• The ordering and supply of school shirts and hats. 

• Easter raffles coordination. 

• Mother and Father’s Day stalls. 

It may seem like St Joseph’s does not do a lot of fundraising, but our P&F are fundraising all year long to support 
our students and for this we are so grateful. They will be having a P& F meeting on the 4th October and you are 
all invited to attend and offer your support.  They are always looking for new members, as the above list of fund-
raising events are quite demanding on a small team. 

P&F, we thank you for all you do for St Joseph’s school and we are so grateful that you dedicate 
so much of your time. 

Have a wonderful fortnight and I look forward to seeing you at the fete. 

Construction on 

our Multi-

Purpose Court 

has begun. 

Looking fantastic! 

BLUE LIGHT DISCO 

FUN 



 

 

APRE NEWS 

Books have certainly lit up our world here at St Joseph’s this year. What a wonderful way to celebrate all 
of the reading progress that we are seeing with our students, than through Book Week last week. The 
Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the Year winners were announced.  
The Early Childhood Book of the year was “Go Home, Cheeky Animals” and the Picture Book of the 
Year was “Home in the Rain”   

It was so wonderful to see so many students and staff get into the spirit of Book Week with their dress 
ups. It was such a great morning celebrating the wonderful world of books! Continue to encourage 
your child/ren to read every night. Reading changes lives! 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 

Congratulations to all the students who took on the challenge of reading books during the term. 

The number of children who completed more than what was expected was truly fantastic to see! Keep 
up the great reading. I have submitted all the data and we expect certificates will be sent to us next 
term. 

Catholic Rituals and Gestures 
 
Kneeling is a sign of great reverence. Those who are old or injured are not obliged to kneel. In most 
churches we kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer. When kneeling we are acknowledging God’s holiness 
and greatness.  
 
Father’s Day Breakfast and Liturgy 
 
This Friday we will celebrate Father’s Day. Breakfast will be served in the Hall from 8am. All fathers, 
grandfathers and special father figures are welcome to join us. We will start school with a liturgy to     
celebrate the important role of fathers in our lives.  

Father’s Day Prayer 
 
God our Father, in Your wisdom and love You made all things. Bless these men, that they may be 
strengthened as Christian fathers. Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that we, 
their sons and daughters, may honour them always with a spirit of profound respect. Grant this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Sacrament of Confirmation 
 
On the 10

th
 of September, at 8am, the Parish has three candidates who will receive the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Receiving this Sacrament confirms the new life received at Baptism. Confirmation under-
lines our commissioning to be bold, apostle-like witnesses to the Gospel. The children will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit on this day. Our prayers continue to be with William Taylor, Xavier Greenwood and 
Vanda Bond as they prepare for this special time. All are welcome to this special celebration. 



 

 

APRE News continued 

Upcoming Dates 
 
1

st
 September – Father’s Day Breakfast and Liturgy 

4
th
 September – Year 1 Prayer Assembly 

5
th
 September – Year 1 visiting Castra 

6
th
 September – Fire Education Session Prep- Year 2 

10
th
 September – Sacrament of Confirmation, 8am—St Joseph’s Catholic Church, Murgon 

11
th
 September – Term Awards presented at Assembly and Prep Prayer Assembly 

12
th
 September – Prep visiting Castra  

May the fortnight ahead be full of many blessings for you and your family,  

Jess Marshall Assistant Principal – Religious Education  

 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Wednesdays  -  Wondai 

5.30pm Thursdays  -  Murgon                     

9.30am Fridays  - Murgon 

SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 

Murgon  8.00am 

Goomeri  10.00am 

SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 

Proston  9.00am 

Wondai  5.00pm  

Parish Mass Times  Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator  Phone 41 681 406 

SATURDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 

Proston 9.00am 

Wondai 5.00pm 

SUNDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 

Murgon          8.00am  Confirmation 

Durong         10.30am 

 Happy Birthday to our September Birthday Students 

Prep  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Maude  
Purcell 9th 

Jack Schulz 6th 
Nikita Carey 
24th 

Jayden  
McEffer 2nd 
Bradley  
Munday 23rd 

Shawny Leedie 
1st 
Jaquon Clevens 
8th 
Ella Peterson 19th 

Emily 
Palmer 25th  

Seth Lucht 13th 
Kaylah Bligh 27th 

Emily Campbell- 
Slatter 7th 



 

 

Classroom Tweets   

Creation narratives, short story planning and revising fact families for multiplication and division 

have all kept our Year 4 class busy this week.  We also began a persuasive letter to address 

the value in recycling. The excitement for Friday’s fete has inspired our dance rehearsals and 
something fun is in store for our Dads this weekend. I have enjoyed getting to know this small 
community of Year 4 students. 

we have definitely given Dr Seuss a run for his money and become fantastic        

poets. We have explored, understood and written acrostic, shape, free verse, cinquain, haiku 
and limerick poems. This week we are polishing our presentation skills ready to present all our 
poems to the class next week. I am sure, as they present their poems, they will be proud of their 
achievements! 



 

 

More ClassroomTweets 

It is hard to believe that we are already in Week 8! Time has flown by! we have 

been learning about different 3D shapes and their dimensions through hands on learning. We   
also enjoyed exploring all the different types of literature for Book Week. Our costumes were                   
fantastic!  

Year 5 had a wonderful time at our Country to City Camp. The students especially enjoyed 

going to the EKKA and becoming scientists for a day. Back at school we are learning how to write 
newspaper articles and preparing to write our own. Students have also been busily writing their 
story for the writing competition we are entering.  

Fabulous costumes for our Book 

Week Dress-Up. 



 

 

We went on an “ESCAPE TO EVERYYWHERE” for Book Week 

                                 RSPCA FUNDRAISER    

On the 6th September 2017 there will be an RSPCA Fundraiser Stall.  All proceeds 
from the stall  will be donated to RSPCA.  Our highest price for an item will be $2.50  
Some of the items for sale will be cakes, cookies, cupcakes and more.  There will also 
be ‘Guess the number of jelly beans in the jar’ competition for 50c, or 3 for $1.00.  
We hope that we can raise enough money for RSPCA to purchase some new equip-
ment. The fundraiser will be held at both break times. We thank the people who will 
donate to this worthy cause.  

Alessa, Lucy, Abigail, Mikayla  & Caitlin  will be running this fundraiser with the help of Mrs Gerrard.  



 

 

Tuckshop News 

PLEASE NOTE  -   Change to the Tuckshop Menu. Hot Dogs will replace 
Mince Rolls on the Menu.  $3.00 Per Hot Dog & 30C Extra for Cheese. 

Week 6     S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 7 

Prep Lucy Greenwood Prep Tom Cooke Rollings 

Year 1 Nikita Carey Year 1 Xavvier Cameron 

Year 2 Shelleah Fisher Year 2 Sharnali Diver 

Year 3 Justin Robinson Year 3 Jaquon Clevens 

Year 4 Emily Palmer Year 4 Riley Gleich 

Year 5 Lucy Hobbs & Jilleal  Bligh Year 5 Alessa Druery 

Year 6 Dylan Kapernick Year 6 Sophie Gleich & Jasmynne McEffer 

Please note:  Please take care when completing the brown paper bags for Tuckshop.  Please 

put Morning Tea and Big Lunch orders on separate bags, with the name and cost of each 

item. Then please add up both bags, so that there is ONE TOTAL:  Thank you kindly. 

Morning Tea 

1 x Sausage Roll             $ 2.50 

with Tomato Sauce 

1 x Popper Juice            $ 1.50                 

   $ 4.00  

Big Lunch total $ 4.90 

TOTAL       $ 8.90 
Name & Class 

Big Lunch 

6 Cheerios 

with BBQ Sauce          $ 2.40    

1 x Choc Breaka          $ 2.00 

1 x Zooper Dooper     $ 0.50                      

$ 4.90 
Name & Class 

Congratulations 

to all the Sight 

Word Award 

Recipients  

Star Students! 


